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Hosokawa Residence & the Onin War

Raising the curtain on the Sengoku Period, the Onin War broke out in the year 1467 (Onin 1). In January, fighting began in a
forest called Goryo no mori (currently the area around Kami-goryo Shrine). By May fierce fighting between Yamana Sozen’ s
western army and Hosokawa Katsumoto' s eastern army had spread across the heart of what is now the Kamigyo area. The
eastern and western armies squared off in the space between Horikawa-dori St. and Ogawa-dori St. with Yamana’ s base of
operations located near his mansion in the present day area of Nishijin. Hosokawa’ s army was gathered at the site of his
former mansion and current thinking places it near the northern part of the Ogawa Children’ s Park. ’ A sw ﬂ i o

The Uesugi version of Rakuchu rakugai zu (Scenes in and around the Capital) vividly brings to life the landse:g@a cgfé‘Kyoto
during the Sengoku Period following the end of the Onin War. Drawn remarkably large in the palntlng is ‘the view from above
of Hosokawa dono or the Hosokawa Residence angled from the north side of Kamidachiuri- dorl St .and east side of

-\H

'.Ogawa dOI"l St. Inside the V\/}ajled mansion complex, people come and go passing along through the many wooden-shingled
\‘1 |_
buildings connected by corridors. A-Iso depicted in the southern portion of the Complex ?s a garden arranged with stones and

% ey
an ample pond where white and red plum trees are in full bloom and water birds roamlfreely It is a scene that allows viewers in ? v !

the present to think about the past and tha Condltlons within the residence in which F-Iosokawa Katsumoto lived.
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Goryo Shrine: Origin of the Onin War . T Gl B Sl e 2 R SAAR

BATLE hBELS S FAT
Goryo Shrine, also more familiarly known as Kami-goryo Shrine, is a Shinto shrine which has a long history and has been Fgﬁﬁgi%\j@ﬁn_l

mainly worshiped by the people living in the Kamigyo area. Opening the Sengoku period, the Onin War began on January 18,

PEE LI <Y

IJ.IEEI¥I3$III YER
1467 (Bunsho 2) at Goryo Shrine (Goryo no Mori) with the soldiers of Hatakeyama Masanaga (Eastern Army) attacking ( FED

Hatakeyama Yoshihiro (Western Army) in the Battle of Goryo.

It is thought that the reason Hatakeyama Masanaga had his soldiers encamp at Goryo no Mori or Goryo Forest is that the
forest provided amble space with suitable protections offered by ditches and rivers, along with the potential for reinforcements
coming from his ally Hosokawa Katsumoto’ s villa which was located nearby. The battle continued for over a day, resulting in an
11-year long war which would ultimately see Hatakeyama Yoshihiro victorious and Hatakeyama Masanaga defeated.

Completed after the Onin War, the Uesugi version of Rakuchu rakugai zu (Scenes in and around the Capital) screen depicts
Kyoto facing eastward with the Kami-goryo Shrine, located in the area of Kamigyo, in the lower right portion of the
composition. In the foreground is framed by the cyprus bark roof of the shrine’ s inner sanctuary and worship hall with a large
vermillion colored torii gate on the western side, and priests are portrayed wearing white with conical hats alongside
worshipers. Additionally, painted within the temple complex vegetation are pine trees and camellia scrubs, and also there is a

river shown running to the west. It is thought this scenery is comparably close to the Goryo Forest just before the outbreak of
the Battle of Goryo.
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Koudou (Gyogan-ji Temple): o soom 50 gl ol Bl oR| X o2 oR Bl R
As an assembly point for Kamigyo community during Sengoku period SHETEPETEI =12 8% 1] =
] . ’ ] _ BATE DBELS 5< L_f‘mf‘
There was a river called “Kokawa” along Ogawa-dori street running towards the "B [EHA_ER1ETTX,
south. This space stands on the landfill of the river. During the Sengoku period, (LEHA FRD)
there stood impressively three great temples, hamely Seigan-ji Temple, Koudou
(Gyogan-ji-Temple) and Hyakumanben (Chion-ji Temple), and they were
worshipped by local people. Among all, Koudou was used as a community center
for Kamigyo district and as an assembly point for its residents where they
sheltered themselves at the time of emergency notified by ringing an alert bell.
In the Folding Screen of Scenes In and Around the Capital Uesugi Version, a
bustle of Ogawa-dori are described with scenery of people bathing with
underwear in a public bath and Hanetsurube, a well with a pulley system.
At present, those three temples are relocated to different areas. ENSEREE - £2 ((THES) - ﬁé =R (A %)
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The Onin War Depicted in the "Shinnyodo Engi” Picture Scrolls

Shinsho Gokuraku-ji Temple, also known as Shinnyo-do, is a temple of Tendai
sect founded by Kaizan, a priest of Enryakuji Temple in the east side of
Kagura-oka (Mt. Yoshida-yama). It was dedicated to Amitabha Buddha and
worshipped by prayers for rebirth in the Pure Land, but the temple was caught up
in the Onin War (1467-1477) and its buildings were destroyed and burnt down. In
1478 (Bunmei 10) after the Onin War had ended, the temple was rebuilt in Ichijo
Nishinoto-in area (current Moto-shinnyodo-cho in Kamigyo Ward). However, it was
relocated and burnt down for several times to be rebuilt at the current site in
Jodoji-Shinnyo-cho, Sakyo Ward in 1693 (Genroku 06).

“Shinnyodo Engi,” an Important Cultural Property, is a set of three picture scrolls
created in 1524 (Daiei 4). In particular, the scene of the Onin War is well known
for being cited in Japanese history textbooks. There illustrated are ashigaru
soldiers, who are half-naked or lightly armored around their body and waist,
raising up their swords and breaking in the main hall of the temple to plunder its
fixtures and building materials, and their military commanders on horseback. It
graphically portrays violence and chaos of the battlefield.

This board stands at the location, which is closely associated with the 02 <1t

Shinnyo-do, and reminds us of the period of Onin War.
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